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PRELUDE
The Angelus – Gordon Young

CHOIR INTROIT AT THE CRECHE
PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

Come, Thou Redeemer of the earth,
and manifest Thy virgin-birth:
Let every age adoring fall;
such birth befits the God of all.
O equal to the Father, Thou!
Gird on Thy fleshly mantle now,
the weakness of our mortal state
with deathless might invigorate.
O Jesus, virgin-born, to Thee
eternal praise and glory be,
Whom with the Father we adore
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

GATHERING HYMN

HUMILITY

See, amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below,
see, the Lamb of God appears, promised from eternal years!
Hail, thou ever-blessèd morn!
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem:
Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim!
REFRAIN
Sacred Infant, all divine, what a tender love was Thine,
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this!
REFRAIN
Let us pray:
Beloved in Christ, be it this night our care and delight to
prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels: in
heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing
that is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving
purposes of God brought us by this Holy Child; and let us make
our homes glad with our carols of praise.
But first let us pray for the needs of His world; for peace and
goodwill over all the earth; for unity and charity within the
Church He came to build, and especially in this land of Canada,
this city of Kingston:
(continued)
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And because this of all things would rejoice His heart, let us at
this time remember in His Name the poor and the helpless, the
cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body or mind
and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the agèd
and little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love
Him not, or who by sin have grieved His heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with
us, but upon a distant shore and in a greater light, that
multitude that no one can number, whose hope is in the Word
made Flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for
evermore are one.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost:
AMEN

FIRST LESSON

St. Luke 2:1-5

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a
decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into
his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and
lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife,
being great with child.
The word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Carol

ST LOUIS

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
The people who in darkness sat a glorious light have seen;
the light has shone on them
who long in shades of death have been.
Behold, the great Creator makes Himself a house of clay,
a robe of virgin flesh He takes, which He will wear for aye.
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him still,
the dear Christ enters in.

SECOND LESSON

St. Luke 2:6-7

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.
The word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Carols

ADESTE FIDELES

O come all ye faithful joyful and triumphant
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold Him born the King of angels;
O come let us adore Him (3x) Christ the Lord.
God of God, light of light
Lo He abhors not the virgin's womb;
Very God, begotten not created:
O come let us adore Him (3x) Christ the Lord.
Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,
we would embrace thee with love and awe;
who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?
O come let us adore Him (3x) Christ the Lord.
AWAY IN A MANGER

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes;
the little Lord Jesus, sweet crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
close by me for ever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care
and fit us for Heaven, to live with Thee there.
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THIRD LESSON

St. Luke 2:8-14

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
The word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God.

Carols

GOD REST YE MERRY

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay:
remember Christ our Saviour was born on Christmas day
to save us all from Satan's pow’r when we were gone astray
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy!
O tidings of comfort and joy!
From God our Heavenly Father a blessed Angel came;
and unto certain Shepherds brought tidings of the same:
how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by Name.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy!
O tidings of comfort and joy!
(continued)
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"Fear not then," said the Angel, "Let nothing you affright,
this day is born a Saviour of a pure Virgin bright,
to free all those who trust in Him
from Satan's pow’r and might."
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy!
O tidings of comfort and joy!
WINCHESTER OLD

While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
an angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.
"Fear not," said he for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind
"glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you and all mankind.
Thus spoke the angel. Suddenly
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:
"All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace;
to those on whom His favour rests
goodwill shall never cease."
MENDELSSOHN

Hark the herald angels sing:
"Glory to the newborn King!
(continued)
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Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald angels sing:
"Glory to the newborn King!"
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing:
"Glory to the newborn King!"

RESPONSIVE PSALM

Psalm 50

The mighty one, God the Lord,
speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
Our God comes and does not keep silence, before Him
is a devouring fire, and a mighty tempest all around Him.
He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that He may
judge his people:
(continued)

‘Gather to me my faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!’
The heavens declare His righteousness,
for God Himself is judge.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
world without end.
AMEN

FOURTH LESSON

St. Luke 2:15-17

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And
they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they
made known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child.
The word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God.

SOLO

A Stable Lamp is Lighted

sung by Linda Voteary

A stable lamp is lighted whose glow shall wake the sky;
the stars shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, and straw like gold shall shine;
a barn shall harbour heaven, a stall become a shrine.
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This Child through David’s city shall ride in triumph by;
the palm shall strew its branches, and every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, though heavy, dull and dumb,
and lie within the roadway to pave God’s kingdom come.
Yet He shall be forsaken and yielded up to die;
the sky shall groan and darken, and every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, for stony hearts He’s slain;
God’s blood upon the spearhead, God’s love refused again.
But now as at the ending the low is lifted high:
the stars shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, in praises of the Child
by whose descent among us the worlds are reconciled.

FIFTH LESSON

Isaiah 9:6-7

For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the
government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
The word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God.

THE MESSAGE

The Reverend Kris Michaelson
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SOLO

I Cannot Tell

sung by Paul Malo

I cannot tell why He whom angels worship,
should set His love upon the sons of men,
or why, as Shepherd, He should seek the wanderers,
to bring them back, they know not how or when.
But this I know, that He was born of Mary
when Bethlehem’s manger was His only home,
and that He lived at Nazareth and labored,
and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world is come.
I cannot tell how He will win the nations,
how He will claim His earthly heritage,
how satisfy the needs and aspirations
of East and West, of sinner and of sage.
But this I know, all flesh shall see His glory,
and He shall reap the harvest He has sown,
and some glad day His sun shall shine in splendour
when He the Saviour, Saviour of the world is known.
I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship,
when, at His bidding, every storm is stilled,
or who can say how great the jubilation
when all the hearts of men with love are filled.
But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture,
and myriad, myriad human voices sing,
and earth to Heaven, and Heaven to earth, will answer:
at last the Saviour, Saviour of the world is king!
12

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;
that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may
rest in peace.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray together:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever.
AMEN
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;
that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may
rest in peace.
NUNC DIMITTIS
Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace,
according to Your word.
For my eyes have seen Your salvation,
which You have prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end.
AMEN

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and
chances of this life may rest in Your eternal changelessness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN

THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.
AMEN

SENDING HYMN

STILLE NACHT

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin, mother and Child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light,
Radiant, beams from Thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.
Silent night, Holy night, shepherds quake, at the sight;
glories stream from heaven above.
Heavenly, hosts sing Hallelujah.
Christ the Saviour is born; Christ the Saviour is born!

POSTLUDE

Divertissement (Gigue)
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Gordon Young

God bless us all, every one!

CHORISTERS

Jill Frick
Paul Malo & Elizabeth Cohoe
SOLOISTS

Linda Voteary
Paul Malo
LECTOR

Linda Voteary
OFFICIANT & ORGANIST

The Reverend Kris Michaelson

